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Presented in colfaboration wick the studenss of Qatar Acadenmy Mibeiveh

The students of Qatar Academy Msheireh from grades 3 to 5 bring
their artistic creativity for cur annual arts collaboration in honour of
Quarar National Day with art and poetry representing the slogan of
Ancestral Meadows, a Matrer of Trusrt, .\I'mpn the Qarar Marional [}:qu'
cake with 6 pm‘l-:ug:irth' L!-L'su:igm: made l‘:}' the students.

Cuarar Natiomal Day Cake, QAR 480
)‘l:-'.u’:."r.'i-ff‘f"n.lm ?ﬁunm’d_}; 16 Decembber uneil J"rrr.l'd'_r. 371 Decenber

(eader owline amd disover more a¢

The Chufine Shop ar Mawadarin Oripneal, Daba
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modob-renatons@mohg.com | +974 408 SRS
eandarsorien il com/doba
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Our Language, Our Identity ...

Hayla Ahmed Al-Musallam, the maother of a student at Gatar Academy Msheireh (QAMI, part
al Qatar Feundaion's (QF) Pe-University Education [PUE], emphasized the intringic value
that the Arabic language has held for her family over the generations, “First, the importance
of the Arabic language lies in the fact that it is the Language of the Holy Qur'an.” she said

Without Arabic, how can our children enjoy the stories of the Holy Qur”an, the Sirah
lprophetic biographyl, supplication, and prayer?

The Arabic language is part of our identity, and is

of paramount importance in building a powerful
personality for children and enhancing their

belonging to their community

£L

“Whae wa were childrf our grandmolbads” s0erids andichid our imaginateng, Thiss warg
1he most beautiful times for us; and for this reason, | want my chitdron bo have such

memories. ¥way frem electronic devices. | want tham to listen 1o their beautifil Arakic

langeage in the form of slories,” Al Kuwari says.

Darspta (B challonges lacing parents baday whin promaling the Arabie language among

thair children, many pargnis of students at GF schools insist on the Arabic language baing a

part ef 1he educational process for their children.

The malher of Muneera &l Thani a stedent 31 Qalar Acaderry Msheireb - alse a part of OF s
Pre-Unkarsity Eduealion - says: "My daughinr staried leving Arabic whan | staried rasding

her bedtime stories in Arabic, She began bo understand and bearn the vecabulary, She also

understood our national herilage. And the hislory program in ber school has enhanced her

nilerest in Arabic.”

Hayla Ahrwed Al-Musallam

Mungara’s mother reiterates that parents are indeed tacing challonges. to inetill the love lor

tha Arabic languago due ba the increased use of technology thal shewcase éngaging conbent

in loreign Languages.

iden

‘e have to stick to reading for our children in
abic, for their future, and to preserve our

£L

Thei nisfiuie il Mosnbuie s A Thasa

Members of QF community instil love for Arabic language in children

THE PENBCSULA JoAA

I e could book ai oar children
abur 30 years from naw, what
would we hope 1o see?

Amid the exparsdon of media
and digitisation In our world
toxgether with a cuharal openmess
that dises e recognise bonders,
ihe miother fongoe plays a pivotal
rube [ shaping children’s identiny
ani sirengihening thelr s of
belonging and connection with
thedr ancesiral history. And on
Waorld Arablc Language Day
parenis of students al Quatar
Foundation schouls have shaned
ihedr views aboul advandng the
wse of the language by (hedr
children, and how ihey enable
s within their families.

Nayla Akmed Al Musallam
ihe mather of a stodent af Qatar
Academy Msheireb (QAM), pan
of Qamr Foundation's (QF) Pe
University Education (PUEL
emphasised the inrinslc value
that the Arabic language has held
lor her family over the genera
tions. “Firs, the impostapce of
the Arabic language lies in the
larct that it is thee langsage of the
Hosly Craran,” shie sabd. “Without
Arabic, how can our children
enpoy the storkes of the Holy
Qruram, the Sirah (propetic blog
raphy), supplicarion, amd prayer?

“Secondly, he Arabic binguage
i gt ool omaf fekeniiny, amid s of puar
amoumt importance bn bullding a
powerhul pessonality fof childoen
and emhancing thelr belonging

thelr communiny. The sense of
befonging is one of a child's pwy
whologhal needs. and, witho i,
thels personality and sell eseom
are negatively alfeoned

“As a family, we bedleve In the
Iprtarse of earnieg Linguages
and being open to other culores,
but a child's brain needs o
masler the mother longus o thal
they can form a developed Fin

e

As a family, we believe in
the importance of learning
languages and being open fo
other cultures, but a child’s
lbrain needs to master the
mother tongue so that they

can form a developed

Iinguistic apparatus that

paves the way for learning
other languages.

gulstic apparanus that paves the
way for leaining odher

Seudies have shown that children
who master thelr mother mongue
are beter able fo learn fofehgn
languages.”

As for the challemges facing
whildren ioday ln emabracing their
mative language, ani fhe threa
1y poru bo e arsoiation with
Arabic. Adsha Saltan Al Hurmaddi,
the mather of & snudent 41 Oatar

Acadermy Al Khoe (QAK), pant of
QFs PUE, belleves that the
reporsiinlicy 1o address them bes
with the comauniny as a whale

=1 believe there ane abvious
reasins befind the decline In the
level of the Arablc language
amuong the new generations,” she
sald

“This Includes exposure (o
mon - meaningful media. and the

Interest of many parents In
English and considering it the
Linguage of priovity in academbc
stuady, with seme considering it
as a requirement for social
prcstige. Thiss is in addivkon to the
spread of the so- called Arablzl
(Arabic chat alphabet) among
young people on social media
plaiforms and digital apps”

As modhers who understand

the imponance of Arabic in the
formation and development of
basic aspects of children's per
soralitles, bith A Humaldi and
Al Musallam bedieve there are
practices that must be applicd
and adbered 1o by famibes 1o
Imsxil Arabic in the consciousmess
ol their children from a young
age. This bs especlally the cose
when taking into acoound the
spread of digital fechnology and
Foereign languages, which have
become a prereuislie for acoess
0 exlucation and knowledge
“Fight [rosm fhe beginnineg, we
were keen {0 instil some habits
b mvurture the love of Arabic in
our children, including oon-
ducting moeverathons with them
al home bn Arabic and chooskng
Topécs that amrsct and inenest
them.” Al Musallam said
“Condacting comversadions in
Arabic constanily adds pew
vocabulary that enhances chil
dren's lingulstic nventory. We
alvo masdhe sure that our chifdnen
memarise the Holy Quran, and
wie used language games - such
s purrbes and figsaw pureles
1o attract them, especially in the
first seven years of their lle.
“Reading in Arabic dafly
whiether during the day or befone
el b alvo vital, | Quatar, we are
Tormuruite o have such an inid-
atlbve as Catar Reads 2 OF indid
atbve, We are members of s
Family Reading Program and
eageily swadl books and monthly
perograms. And wie also waich ihe

pgllebl ;5 anyell aslll Lo gguupds Lpito — b draalsl Lilb jgol gl

Skraj TV sevies sl o OF inktlative
. which abms to nurtare the love
ol Arabic In chilldren [r's one of
our favorie shows.”

While. Al Humaidi betieves
Innovagive ways 1o get studens
Imterested In linguage are nevded.
Slur perspective on teaching
Arabic 1o children should go
Bevond he chissroom, where the
prooess shoald b continusoas
even outslde school.” she skl

“Wg shoulkd deslgn inferesting
Arabic language competitions, s
wiell as creating high-quality
Arabic anirmee. I i one of the mog
popular iypes of content among
children and young people.”

Baoth Al Husmrabdi and Al Mus -
allam agree on the imporianoe of
choming a suppartive school
enviranment for childen to learn
Arablc an a first enguage. s well
as the rale of reading 1o children
daily from birch, and motivaring
ihem o choomie the topkes they
preler withoa lecling they ane
being foroed

The celebration of World
Arabls Language Day colncidis
with Qazar Natlonal Day, which
Al Mhirallinn sees dna good thing.
“Linking the Arabdc language
with everything joyful mevitably
Pucs & presitive impct, amd we ane
Keen 1o e oir children partlc
Ipate In natonal celebragbons i
an opportunily 1o nsill a sense
ol belonging in (heir conscienoe,
enhance thelr nationasl idenriry,
anid take pride in our moiher
ongue.”

Ramadan 2022

darin Oriental, Doha eelebrates
Ramadan with the stadents
of Catar Academy Msheirch
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